Leycefters Difciplinary Code
LAWES and Ordinances fet downe by Robert Earle of Leycefter, the Queenes Maiefties

Lieutenant and Captaine Generall of her Armie and Forces 1n the lowe Countries: meete and
fitte to be obferued by all fuch as fhall ferue her Maieftie vnder him in the faid Countries, and
therefore to be publifhed and notified to the whole Armie. Forafmuch as there 1s not any
gouerened Eftate, which in peace or warre can be accounted fure, or preferued from
difhonour and ruine, unlefle it be fupported and borne up by Juftice duely adminiftred, and
difcipline orderly obferued: And for that no man can be fo ignorant as not to knowe that
honor, fame and profperitie, doe duely followe that common Wealth or Nation, wherein
good lawes are eftablifhed, the Magiftrate miniftring Juftice 1s duely regarded, and the people
fearing to offend, are drawen under the rules of Juftice and obedience: And feeing that
martiall difcipline aboue all thinges (proper to men of warre) 1s by us at this time moft to be
followed, afwell for the aduancement of Gods glorie, as honourablie to gouerne this Armie in
good order: And leaft that the euill inchined (pleading {implicitie) fhoulde couer any wicked
fatte by 1gnorance: Therefore thefe martiall Ordinances and Lawes following are eftablifhed
and publifhed whereby all good mindes endeuouring to attaine honour, may ftand armed, and
recelue encouragement to perfeuere In well doing, and fuch as are inclined to lewdnefle, be
warned from committing offences punifhable. Which being embraced with carefull refpect,
and followed with obedience, doe promife good order and agreement amongft our felues,

with viftorle and good euents againft our enemies.

1 Firft, euery chiefe Magiftrate, Captaine, inferiour Officer, Souldiour, Pioner, or what
perfon els receluing her Maiefties paye in Fielde or Garifon, fhall folemnely {weare, and
by corporall othe be bounde to perfourme the under written Articles, fo farre as to eache
in thelr feuerall qualities fhall appertaine: the violating or breaking whereof, 1s to be
punifhed by the Generalles direétion, according to the quality of the offence.

2 Forfomuch as the holy Name of our moft mightie and nuincible GOD, with all
reuerence ought to be regarded, and that deftrution is pronounced to fuch as blafpheme
or abufe the fame: it 1s therefore ordeined and commanded that no perfon whatfoeuer,
either In common conference or communication, or for any caufe whatfoeuer, fhall

blafpheme being thus admonifhed, or take his Name 1n vaine, upon pain of loffe of v. {.



to the releife of the poore for the firft offence: for the feconde, fiue dayes imprifonment:
for the third loffe of his place and wages.

And becaufe the continuall and unfpeakeable fauours of our Almightie God, by our
unthankfulnefle may be taken from us, and that no good euent of any action can be
expefted, wherein God 1s not firft principally honoured and ferued: It 1s therefore
efpecially ordeyned and commanded, that that all perfons whatfoeuer, fhall upon generall
warning giuen either by found of Trumpet or Drum, repaire to the place appointed,
where the Diune feruice 1s to be ufed, there to heare the fame read and preached, unlefle
for the prefent by ficknefle or other feruice he be impeached upon paine to lofe his dayes
wages for the firft, two dayes wages for the fecond, and fo to be encreafed by the
difcretion of the Judge, and for euery fuch default in the Souldier, afwell the Captaine as
his inferiour officers, to be punifhed with like penaltie.

And feeing 1t well befeemeth all Chriftians, efpecially fuch as profefle the militarie feruice,
to pafle away the time in matters requifite for their profeflion: And becaufe no time can
bemore vainely {pent, then that which 1s confumed 1n unlawfull games, befides the
breeding of much contention, and quarrelles: And for that there be many allowable and
commendable exercifes for all fortes of men to ufe: Therefore 1t 1s ftreightly commanded,
that no priuate Souldiour or inferiour Officer fhall frequent the playing at Dice and
Cardes, nor any other unlawfull games, upon pain of two dayes imprifonment for the
firft time, and for after committing the like, to be further punifhed by the Judges

difcretion.

And for that 1t often happeneth, that by permitting of many vagrant 1dle women in an
armie, {undry diforders and horrible abufes are committed: Therefore it is ordeined that
no man fhall carrie into the fielde, or deteine with him in the place of his garrifon, any
woman whatfoeuer, other than fuch as be knowen to be his lawful wife, or fuch other
women to tende the ficke and to ferue for launders, as fhall be thought meete by the
Marfhall, upon paine of whipping and banifhment.

And infomuch as clemencie amongft men of warre in fome refpeéts 1s a ﬁnguler vertue: It

1s ordelned that no man In any part of this feruice that he fhall doe, fhal lay violent
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handes upon any woman with childe, or Iying in childebed, olde perfons, widowes, yong

virgins, or babes, without efpecial order from the Magiftrate, upon pain of death.

What perfon foeuer that fhall be commonly giuen to drunkennefle or riotoufly behaue
himfelfe, fhall be banifhed the Armie.

Whofoeuer fhall conceale, or in any fort keepe fecrete Treafon, any dangerous
Confpiracie, or other pratice which may be hurtfull, and may concerne the perill of her
Maiefties perfon, or of her General, or the eftate of the Armie, and fhall not with all
diligence reueale the fame either unto the Generall, or fome other Officer of efpeciall

truft, fhall incurre the paines of death with torments.

No man fhall haue {peeche or conference, fend meflage, deliuer or receiue letters to or
from the enemie, or any of his confederates, either fecretly or openly, without
manifefting the fame prefently unto the Generall or Marfhall, or having former authoritie
fo to doe upon paine of death.

No man being in this feruice fhal depart ye Campe or place of Garrifon for any caufe
what{oeuer, without the Generals efpecial Pafport, or other head Officer authorized,
upon pain of death.

No man fhall breake out or leaue the order of his ranke, being once ordered in the fielde
by the Marfhall or Sergeant Maior, without fome great occafion firft made knowen unto

the faide Officer, upon paine of loffe either of life or limme, at the difcretion of the
Generall or of the Marfhall.

No man appointed to watch or warde, fhall fhun or depart the place, neither fhall
fleepe, or negleét his duetie therein efpecially after the watch is fet and the woorde
giuen, unlefs he 1s orderly relieued, or for fome great occafion enforced, with licence of

his Captaine or Officer, upon paine of death.

No man fhal bewray the watchworde to the enemie or to any other, or giue any other

woorde than is deliuered by the Officer, upon paine of death with torment.
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No man fhal raife any mutinie, or procure unlawfull affemblies upon priuate, fecrete, or
hidden purpofe, whereby to difturbe the peace and quiet of the Armie, upon paine of
death.

No man fhall Lift up his weapon againft the Magiftrate his Captain or Officer, upon paine
of death.

No man fhall quarell, brawle, or make any affray within the Campe or Toune of garrifon,
upon olde malice, or newe occafion whatfoeuer, but fhall complaine to the Officer, who 1s

to decide the caufe and punifh the partie oftending, upon paine of lofle of life or limme,
at the difcretion of the Generall or Marfhall.

And whereas fundrie nations are to ferue with us in thefe warres, fo as through diuerfitie
of languages occafion of many controuerfies may arife or happen to growe: It 1s therefore
ordeined, that if any perfon of Englifh nation fhall finde him felfe agriued with any
wrong profered him by any forener, that then without profering further reuenge he fhall
fignifie the fame unto his Captaine or other officer, whereby order may be taken fo, as no
further quarrell growe thereor, but that quietnefle 1n all refpeéts may be preferued, upon
pain of fuch punifhment as the head officers fhall thinke meete, either by lofle of life or

limme.

No man appointed to the defence of any Breach, Trench, or Streight, either Captaine or
Souldiour, fhall willingly leaue it, or upon any falfe or imagined caufe or excufe, fhall

abfent himfelfe from the place, without fufficient warrant, upon paine of death.

No Captaine, officer, or other perfon, fhall recelue or entertaine any other mans
Souldiour or feruant, without confent of his former Captaine or Matfter, neither fhall
entice another mans Souldiour from him, upon paine of lofle of a Monethes wages, and to

reftore the partie to his former Captaine or Matter.

No man fhall enrolle his name under two Captaines, nor mufter in feuerall compantes at
one time, or otherwife pafs in another mans name, or lende Armour, weapon, or other
furniture upon the mufter day, whereby to abufe her Maieftie, and weaken the prefent

feruice, upon paine of a moneths imprifonment, and banifhment.
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No man fhall embezill or diminifh any of his Armour, weapon and furniture, which 1s
appointed him by his Captaine, unlefle he can prooue that he loft the fame in feruice:
And that no man fhall take in pawne any Souldiours weapon or furniture, upon paine to
the Souldiour of lofs of his place, and to the other that fhall take it in pawne, the lofle
of the double value.

No man fhall play away, engage, or lende away his furniture, but fhall alwayes keepe his

Armour and weapon cleane and feruiceable, upon paine of being difcharged.

No man fhall deceitfully take away his companions prouifion, vituals, or furniture, upon

paine of imprifonment.

No perfon traueyling, lodging, or abiding in any the Tounes or Countires of her
Maiefties friendes or Allies, fhall in any wife exa&t or take by force from the people
either vi&tuall or other goods whatfoeuer, without prefent payment, or other fufficient

order to the 1uft fatisfattion of the partie, upon paine of death.

No man fhall foreftall any viftuals brought for the Campe or place of garrifon, but fufter
the fame peacefully to come into the Market place, there to be rated and priced by the
Marfhall or his officer, before he buy the fame, upon paine of death.

No man fhall robbe or {poyle any Shop or Tent, or any viftualler or Marchant comming
for the relief of the Campe or garifon, but in all good fort fhall entertaine and defend
them, upon paine of death.

No Souldiour commanded at any time to take viftuals for certaine dayes, fhall exceede
the fame dayes, or fpend the fame otherwife then according to the proportion and time
allowed him, upon paine of imprifonment or other fuch punifhment as the lawfull officers

fhall appoint.

No man fhall diftrefs or {poyle any perfon ftanding on her Maiefties partie, or being

under the Generals proteétion, upon paine of death.

No man fhall difobey or tranfgrefle any Proclamation made by Drumme or Trumpet, fet
foorth by the generall, upon fuch paine as he fhall fet foorth.
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No man fhall refift the Prouoft or his other officer in apprehending of any malefaftour,
but if need require, fhall ayde and affift him therein, or otherwife if by fuch occafion any
efcape be made 1t 1s ordelned that euery perfon by whofe defaulte the efcape was
committed, fhall fuffer like punifhment that the parties {o efcaped fhoulde have endured.

No man fhall moleft or trouble any perfon beeing under his owne regiment, or the
leading of any other, once placed by the Marfhall forrier, or Harbinger in the Campe or
Toune, but quietly to permit and fuffer euery one to enioye his feueral roume or lodging,
unlefs 1t be by mutuall confent and agreement, neither fhall any man lodge out of his

Captaines quarter without licence, upon paine of imprifonment.

No man contrarie to order fhal fet on fire or burne any houfe, milne, or corne, nor at
diflodging or remoouing fhall fet the Campe on fire, without {peciall commaundement

from the Generall or other head Officer prefent, upon paine of death.

No man without great occafion fhall make Alarme, but if any chaunce to arife, then fhall
euery man prefently repaire in all hafte unto his appointed place, unlefs fome true

excufable caufe do hinder him, upon paine of death.

No man fhall harbour or receaue into his lodging any perfon being a ftranger, or of our
owne nation not being enrolled 1n her Maiefties paye, but fhall prefently acquaint the
Generall or Marfhall with his name, countrey, the time of his coming, and bufinefs, upon

paine of imprifonment, and lofle of his place and wages.

No man thall talke or haue conuerfation with any Trumpeter or Drummer of the

enemies, or other fent in meffage, but fuch as be appointed by the Generall, upon paine
of death.

No man fhall attende upon the cariages, but fuch as are appointed to that charge, neither
linger, or loyter behind with them to ride or eafe themfelues, unlefle it be fuch as by
ficknefle, hurtes, or other infirmities knowen to the officers, to be permitted fo, upon

paine of imprifonment and lofs of wages.

No man fhall attempt to goe a foraging, without the officer appointed for that purpofe
deliuer them a fufficient guarde for their defence, upon paine of death.
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No Captaine fhall fende foorth any men to doe any enterprife, without knowledge of the

Generall, or chiefe officer appointed hereunto, upon paine of lofle of his place.

All prinate Captaines, being no head Officers, fhall watch and warde with their Enfignes,
unlefle 1t be by {peciall leaue, upon paine of the lofle of a months paye, and for the
fecond time, lofs of his place.

Euery Souldiour fhall prefent fuch prifoners as are taken, to their Captaine immediately
at their return to the Campe, and none fhall either kill them, or licence them to depart,
without commaundement or leaue from the Generall, or other head Officer thereunto

appointed, upon paine of being difarmed, and banifhed the Campe.

Euery Souldier at all times in feruice fhalbe obedient and faithfull, afwell to their
Captaines as other inferiour Officers, and not to refufe diretion of any under whom they

are appolnted to ferue, upon paine of imprifonment, and loffe of a moneths wages.

Euery man fhall fupport and defende his owne Enfigne both night and day, and fhall
refort unto the fame upon the firft warning, and not depart untill it be brought into
fafetie, upon paine of death.

Euery fouldier fhal diligently obferue and learne the found of Drums, Fifes, and

Trumpets, to the end he may know how to anfwere the fame in his feruice.

No man fhall flaughter or kill any beaft of what nature {oeuer within the Campe or
Garrifon, but 1n fuch places as are appointed for that purpofe, nor fhall fuffer the garbage
to remain unburied, neither fhall any man trouble or defile the waters adioyning, but in
the lower part of the ftreame fome good diftance from the Camp, upon payne of

imprifonment.

No man fhall eafe himfelfe or defile the Campe or Toune of Garrifon, fave 1n fuch places
as 1s appolnted for that purpofe, upon paine of imprifonment, and fuch further
punifhment, as fhall be thought meete by the chiefe Officers.

No Captaine fhall fell or raunfome his prifoner without licenfe of the Generall, and fhall
not {uffer them to depart without making the high Marfhall priue to the fame, upon

paine Or lofle of his prifoner, and imprifonment.
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If any man doe take a prifoner or hoftie, he fhall immediately after hee is returned unto
the Campe or Toune of Garrifon, make his Captaine or Governour acquaintcd therewith,
and the Captaine fhall declare the fame unto the Marfhall, who euery eight dayes fhall
make certificate thereof unto the Generall, upon paine of imprifonment, and further

punifhment as the Generall fhall fet doune.

In Marching by the fieldes, no man at the putting up of any Hare, or other beaft fhal
make any fhout or crie, whereby to difquiet or ftay the reft of the bands, but to ufe all

quietnefle and filence in their march, upon paine of imprifonment.

No man fhall giue up or deliuer unto the enemies any place left to his charge or keeping,

upon paine of death.

If any man flie to the enemies, or be taken upon his departure towards them, he fhall

{uffer death.

Any Captaine finding any Souldiour of what band or company fo euer, which hath
tranfgrefled any of thefe Lawes and Ordinances, may take him and bring him unto the
Marfllall to be punifhed.

That who foeuer fhall be enrolled into paye after the othe be miniftred to others and he
not prefent, and if afterwards he fhall tranfgrefle any of thefe Ordinances, he fhall be as
well punifhable by vertue of thefe Articles, as if he had bene prefent at the firft.

That no Captaine fhall recelue or enroll any perfon into his paye under him, but that he
caufe the fayde Souldier to recetue the othe, as 1s fet doune in the firft Article, upon
paine to the Captaine for not obferuing the fame, of loffe of a months paye.

That no perfon whatfoeuer fhal paffe by any other way either in Toune or Campe, but at
the ordinarie gates and paffages, upon paine of death.

All other oftences and Aftes that may tende to diforder not comprifed within thefe
articles, fhalbe fubleét to fuch manner of punifhment, as the Lieutenant Generall fhall
infli&t upon them, as if 1t had been {pecially exprefled and fet doune.
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