
LeyceÊers Dißciplinary Code 

LAWES and Ordinances ßet downe by Robert Earle of LeyceÊer, the Queenes MaieÊies 
Lieutenant and Captaine Generall of her Armie and Forces in the lowe Countries: meete and 
fitte to be obßerued by all ßuch as Óall ßerue her MaieÊie vnder him in the ßaid Countries, and 
therefore to be publiÓed and notified to the whole Armie.  Foraßmuch as there is not any 
gouerened EÊate, which in peace or warre can be accounted ßure, or preßerued from 
diÓonour and ruine, unleÛe it be ßupported and borne up by JuÊice duely adminiÊred, and 
dißcipline orderly obßerued:  And for that no man can be ßo ignorant as not to knowe that 
honor, fame and proßperitie, doe duely followe that common Wealth or Nation, wherein 
good lawes are eÊabliÓed, the MagiÊrate miniÊring JuÊice is duely regarded, and the people 
fearing to oƒend, are drawen under the rules of JuÊice and obedience: And ßeeing that 
martiall dißcipline aboue all thinges (proper to men of warre) is by us at this time moÊ to be 
followed, aßwell for the aduancement of Gods glorie, as honourablie to gouerne this Armie in 
good order: And leaÊ that the euill inclined (pleading ßimplicitie) Óoulde couer any wicked 
faÇe by ignorance: Therefore theße martiall Ordinances and Lawes following are eÊabliÓed 
and publiÓed whereby all good mindes endeuouring to attaine honour, may Êand armed, and 
receiue encouragement to perßeuere in well doing, and ßuch as are inclined to lewdneÛe, be 
warned from committing oƒences puniÓable.  Which being embraced with carefull reßpeÇ, 
and followed with obedience, doe promiße good order and agreement amongÊ our ßelues, 
with viÇorie and good euents againÊ our enemies. 

1 FirÊ, euery chiefe MagiÊrate, Captaine, inferiour Oïcer, Souldiour, Pioner, or what 
perßon els receiuing her MaieÊies paye in Fielde or Garißon, Óall ßolemnely ßweare, and 
by corporall othe be bounde to perfourme the under written Articles, ßo farre as to eache 
in their ßeuerall qualities Óall appertaine: the violating or breaking whereof, is to be 
puniÓed by the Generalles direÇion, according to the quality of the oƒence. 

2 Forßomuch as the holy Name of our moÊ mightie and inuincible GOD, with all 
reuerence ought to be regarded, and that deÊruÇion is pronounced to ßuch as blaßpheme 
or abuße the ßame: it is therefore ordeined and commanded that no perßon whatßoeuer, 
either in common conference or communication, or for any cauße whatßoeuer, Óall 
blaßpheme being thus admoniÓed, or take his Name in vaine, upon pain of loÛe of v. ß. 



to the releife of the poore for the firÊ oƒence: for the ßeconde, fiue dayes imprißonment: 
for the third loÛe of his place and wages. 

3 And becauße the continuall and unßpeakeable fauours of our Almightie God, by our 
unthankfulneÛe may be taken from us, and that no good euent of any aÇion can be 
expeÇed, wherein God is not firÊ principally honoured and ßerued: It is therefore 
eßpecially ordeyned and commanded, that that all perßons whatßoeuer, Óall upon generall 
warning giuen either by ßound of Trumpet or Drum, repaire to the place appointed, 
where the Diuine ßeruice is to be ußed, there to heare the ßame read and preached, unleÛe 
for the preßent by ßickneÛe or other ßeruice he be impeached upon paine to loße his dayes 
wages for the firÊ, two dayes wages for the ßecond, and ßo to be encreaßed by the 
dißcretion of the Judge, and for euery ßuch default in the Souldier, aßwell the Captaine as 
his inferiour oïcers, to be puniÓed with like penaltie. 

4 And ßeeing it well beßeemeth all ChriÊians, eßpecially ßuch as profeÛe the militarie ßeruice, 
to paÛe away the time in matters requißite for their profeÛion: And becauße no time can 
bemore vainely ßpent, then that which is conßumed in unlawfull games, beßides the 
breeding of much contention, and quarrelles: And for that there be many allowable and 
commendable exercißes for all ßortes of men to uße: Therefore it is Êreightly commanded, 
that no priuate Souldiour or inferiour Oïcer Óall frequent the playing at Dice and 
Cardes, nor any other unlawfull games, upon pain of two dayes imprißonment for the 
firÊ time, and for after committing the like, to be further puniÓed by the Judges 
dißcretion. 

5 And for that it often happeneth, that by permitting of many vagrant idle women in an 
armie, ßundry dißorders and horrible abußes are committed: Therefore it is ordeined that 
no man Óall carrie into the fielde, or deteine with him in the place of his garrißon, any 
woman whatßoeuer, other than ßuch as be knowen to be his lawful wife, or ßuch other 
women to tende the ßicke and to ßerue for launders, as Óall be thought meete by the 
MarÓall, upon paine of whipping and baniÓment. 

6 And inßomuch as clemencie amongÊ men of warre in ßome reßpeÇs is a ßinguler vertue: It 
is ordeined that no man in any part of this ßeruice that he Óall doe, Óal lay violent 



handes upon any woman with childe, or Iying in childebed, olde perßons, widowes, yong 
virgins, or babes, without eßpecial order from the MagiÊrate, upon pain of death. 

7 What perßon ßoeuer that Óall be commonly giuen to drunkenneÛe or riotouÚy behaue 
himßelfe, Óall be baniÓed the Armie. 

8 Whoßoeuer Óall conceale, or in any ßort keepe ßecrete Treaßon, any dangerous 
Conßpiracie, or other praÇice which may be hurtfull, and may concerne the perill of her 
MaieÊies perßon, or of her General, or the eÊate of the Armie, and Óall not with all 
diligence reueale the ßame either unto the Generall, or ßome other Oïcer of eßpeciall 
truÊ, Óall incurre the paines of death with torments. 

9 No man Óall haue ßpeeche or conference, ßend meÛage, deliuer or receiue letters to or 
from the enemie, or any of his confederates, either ßecretly or openly, without 
manifeÊing the ßame preßently unto the Generall or MarÓall, or having former authoritie 
ßo to doe upon paine of death. 

10 No man being in this ßeruice Óal depart ye Campe or place of Garrißon for any cauße 
whatßoeuer, without the Generals eßpecial Paßport, or other head Oïcer authorized, 
upon pain of death. 

11 No man Óall breake out or leaue the order of his ranke, being once ordered in the fielde 
by the MarÓall or Sergeant Maior, without ßome great occaßion firÊ made knowen unto 
the ßaide Oïcer, upon paine of loÛe either of life or limme, at the dißcretion of the 
Generall or of the MarÓall. 

12 No man appointed to watch or warde, Óall Óun or depart the place, neither Óall 
Úeepe, or negleÇ his duetie therein eßpecially after the watch is ßet and the woorde 
giuen, unleßs he is orderly relieued, or for ßome great occaßion enforced, with licence of 
his Captaine or Oïcer, upon paine of death. 

13 No man Óal bewray the watchworde to the enemie or to any other, or giue any other 
woorde than is deliuered by the Oïcer, upon paine of death with torment. 



14 No man Óal raiße any mutinie, or procure unlawfull aÛemblies upon priuate, ßecrete, or 
hidden purpoße, whereby to diÊurbe the peace and quiet of the Armie, upon paine of 
death. 

15 No man Óall lift up his weapon againÊ the MagiÊrate his Captain or Oïcer, upon paine 
of death. 

16 No man Óall quarell, brawle, or make any aƒray within the Campe or Toune of garrißon, 
upon olde malice, or newe occaßion whatßoeuer, but Óall complaine to the Oïcer, who is 
to decide the cauße and puniÓ the partie oƒending, upon paine of loÛe of life or limme, 
at the dißcretion of the Generall or MarÓall. 

17 And whereas ßundrie nations are to ßerue with us in theße warres, ßo as through diuerßitie 
of languages occaßion of many controuerßies may ariße or happen to growe: It is therefore 
ordeined, that if any perßon of EngliÓ nation Óall finde him ßelfe agriued with any 
wrong profered him by any foreiner, that then without profering further reuenge he Óall 
ßignifie the ßame unto his Captaine or other oïcer, whereby order may be taken ßo, as no 
further quarrell growe thereor, but that quietneÛe in all reßpeÇs may be preßerued, upon 
pain of ßuch puniÓment as the head oïcers Óall thinke meete, either by loÛe of life or 
limme. 

18 No man appointed to the defence of any Breach, Trench, or Streight, either Captaine or 
Souldiour, Óall willingly leaue it, or upon any falße or imagined cauße or excuße, Óall 
abßent himßelfe from the place, without ßuïcient warrant, upon paine of death. 

19 No Captaine, oïcer, or other perßon, Óall receiue or entertaine any other mans 
Souldiour or ßeruant, without conßent of his former Captaine or MaÊer, neither Óall 
entice another mans Souldiour from him, upon paine of loÛe of a Monethes wages, and to 
reÊore the partie to his former Captaine or MaÊer. 

20 No man Óall enrolle his name under two Captaines, nor muÊer in ßeuerall companies at 
one time, or otherwiße paßs in another mans name, or lende Armour, weapon, or other 
furniture upon the muÊer day, whereby to abuße her MaieÊie, and weaken the preßent 
ßeruice, upon paine of a moneths imprißonment, and baniÓment. 



21 No man Óall embezill or diminiÓ any of his Armour, weapon and furniture, which is 
appointed him by his Captaine, unleÛe he can prooue that he loÊ the ßame in ßeruice:  
And that no man Óall take in pawne any Souldiours weapon or furniture, upon paine to 
the Souldiour of loßs of his place, and to the other that Óall take it in pawne, the loÛe 
of the double value. 

22 No man Óall play away, engage, or lende away his furniture, but Óall alwayes keepe his 
Armour and weapon cleane and ßeruiceable, upon paine of being dißcharged. 

23 No man Óall deceitfully take away his companions prouißion, viÇuals, or furniture, upon 
paine of imprißonment. 

24 No perßon traueyling, lodging, or abiding in any the Tounes or Countires of her 
MaieÊies friendes or Allies, Óall in any wiße exaÇ or take by force from the people 
either viÇuall or other goods whatßoeuer, without preßent payment, or other ßuïcient 
order to the iuÊ ßatisfaÇion of the partie, upon paine of death. 

25 No man Óall foreÊall any viÇuals brought for the Campe or place of garrißon, but ßuƒer 
the ßame peacefully to come into the Market place, there to be rated and priced by the 
MarÓall or his oïcer, before he buy the ßame, upon paine of death. 

26 No man Óall robbe or ßpoyle any Shop or Tent, or any viÇualler or Marchant comming 
for the relief of the Campe or garißon, but in all good ßort Óall entertaine and defend 
them, upon paine of death. 

27 No Souldiour commanded at any time to take viÇuals for certaine dayes, Óall exceede 
the ßame dayes, or ßpend the ßame otherwiße then according to the proportion and time 
allowed him, upon paine of imprißonment or other ßuch puniÓment as the lawfull oïcers 
Óall appoint. 

28 No man Óall diÊreßs or ßpoyle any perßon Êanding on her MaieÊies partie, or being 
under the Generals proteÇion, upon paine of death. 

29 No man Óall dißobey or tranßgreÛe any Proclamation made by Drumme or Trumpet, ßet 
foorth by the generall, upon ßuch paine as he Óall ßet foorth. 



30 No man Óall reßiÊ the ProuoÊ or his other oïcer in apprehending of any malefaÇour, 
but if need require, Óall ayde and aÛiÊ him therein, or otherwiße if by ßuch occaßion any 
eßcape be made it is ordeined that euery perßon by whoße defaulte the eßcape was 
committed, Óall ßuƒer like puniÓment that the parties ßo eßcaped Óoulde have endured. 

31 No man Óall moleÊ or trouble any perßon beeing under his owne regiment, or the 
leading of any other, once placed by the MarÓall forrier, or Harbinger in the Campe or 
Toune, but quietly to permit and ßuƒer euery one to enioye his ßeueral roume or lodging, 
unleßs it be by mutuall conßent and agreement, neither Óall any man lodge out of his 
Captaines quarter without licence, upon paine of imprißonment. 

32 No man contrarie to order Óal ßet on fire or burne any houße, milne, or corne, nor at 
diÚodging or remoouing Óall ßet the Campe on fire, without ßpeciall commaundement 
from the Generall or other head Oïcer preßent, upon paine of death. 

33 No man without great occaßion Óall make Alarme, but if any chaunce to ariße, then Óall 
euery man preßently repaire in all haÊe unto his appointed place, unleßs ßome true 
excußable cauße do hinder him, upon paine of death. 

34 No man Óall harbour or receaue into his lodging any perßon being a Êranger, or of our 
owne nation not being enrolled in her MaieÊies paye, but Óall preßently acquaint the 
Generall or MarÓall with his name, countrey, the time of his coming, and bußineßs, upon 
paine of imprißonment, and loÛe of his place and wages. 

35 No man Óall talke or haue conuerßation with any Trumpeter or Drummer of the 
enemies, or other ßent in meÛage, but ßuch as be appointed by the Generall, upon paine 
of death. 

36 No man Óall attende upon the cariages, but ßuch as are appointed to that charge, neither 
linger, or loyter behind with them to ride or eaße themßelues, unleÛe it be ßuch as by 
ßickneÛe, hurtes, or other infirmities knowen to the oïcers, to be permitted ßo, upon 
paine of imprißonment and loßs of wages. 

37 No man Óall attempt to goe a foraging, without the oïcer appointed for that purpoße 
deliuer them a ßuïcient guarde for their defence, upon paine of death. 



38 No Captaine Óall ßende foorth any men to doe any enterpriße, without knowledge of the 
Generall, or chiefe oïcer appointed hereunto, upon paine of loÛe of his place. 

39 All priuate Captaines, being no head Oïcers, Óall watch and warde with their Enßignes, 
unleÛe it be by ßpeciall leaue, upon paine of the loÛe of a months paye, and for the 
ßecond time, loßs of his place. 

40 Euery Souldiour Óall preßent ßuch prißoners as are taken, to their Captaine immediately 
at their return to the Campe, and none Óall either kill them, or licence them to depart, 
without commaundement or leaue from the Generall, or other head Oïcer thereunto 
appointed, upon paine of being dißarmed, and baniÓed the Campe. 

41 Euery Souldier at all times in ßeruice Óalbe obedient and faithfull, aßwell to their 
Captaines as other inferiour Oïcers, and not to refuße direÇion of any under whom they 
are appointed to ßerue, upon paine of imprißonment, and loÛe of a moneths wages. 

42 Euery man Óall ßupport and defende his owne Enßigne both night and day, and Óall 
reßort unto the ßame upon the firÊ warning, and not depart untill it be brought into 
ßafetie, upon paine of death. 

43 Euery ßouldier Óal diligently obßerue and learne the ßound of Drums, Fifes, and 
Trumpets, to the end he may know how to anßwere the ßame in his ßeruice. 

44 No man Óall Úaughter or kill any beaÊ of what nature ßoeuer within the Campe or 
Garrißon, but in ßuch places as are appointed for that purpoße, nor Óall ßuƒer the garbage 
to remain unburied, neither Óall any man trouble or defile the waters adioyning, but in 
the lower part of the Êreame ßome good diÊance from the Camp, upon payne of 
imprißonment. 

45 No man Óall eaße himßelfe or defile the Campe or Toune of Garrißon, ßave in ßuch places 
as is appointed for that purpoße, upon paine of imprißonment, and ßuch further 
puniÓment, as Óall be thought meete by the chiefe Oïcers. 

46 No Captaine Óall ßell or raunßome his prißoner without licenße of the Generall, and Óall 
not ßuƒer them to depart without making the high MarÓall priuie to the ßame, upon 
paine Or loÛe of his prißoner, and imprißonment. 



47 If any man doe take a prißoner or hoÊie, he Óall immediately after hee is returned unto 
the Campe or Toune of Garrißon, make his Captaine or Governour acquaintcd therewith, 
and the Captaine Óall declare the ßame unto the MarÓall, who euery eight dayes Óall 
make certificate thereof unto the Generall, upon paine of imprißonment, and further 
puniÓment as the Generall Óall ßet doune. 

48 In Marching by the fieldes, no man at the putting up of any Hare, or other beaÊ Óal 
make any Óout or crie, whereby to dißquiet or Êay the reÊ of the bands, but to uße all 
quietneÛe and ßilence in their march, upon paine of imprißonment. 

49 No man Óall giue up or deliuer unto the enemies any place left to his charge or keeping, 
upon paine of death. 

50 If any man flie to the enemies, or be taken upon his departure towards them, he Óall 
ßuƒer death. 

51 Any Captaine finding any Souldiour of what band or company ßo euer, which hath 
tranßgreÛed any of theße Lawes and Ordinances, may take him and bring him unto the 
MarÚlall to be puniÓed. 

52 That who ßoeuer Óall be enrolled into paye after the othe be miniÊred to others and he 
not preßent, and if afterwards he Óall tranßgreÛe any of theße Ordinances, he Óall be as 
well puniÓable by vertue of theße Articles, as if he had bene preßent at the firÊ. 

53 That no Captaine Óall receiue or enroll any perßon into his paye under him, but that he 
cauße the ßayde Souldier to receiue the othe, as is ßet doune in the firÊ Article, upon 
paine to the Captaine for not obßeruing the ßame, of loÛe of a months paye. 

54 That no perßon whatßoeuer Óal paÛe by any other way either in Toune or Campe, but at 
the ordinarie gates and paÛages, upon paine of death. 

55 All other oƒences and AÇes that may tende to dißorder not comprißed within theße 
articles, Óalbe ßubieÇ to ßuch manner of puniÓment, as the Lieutenant Generall Óall 
infliÇ upon them, as if it had been ßpecially expreÛed and ßet doune. 
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